
       WHITECHURCH PARISH,  
 

           Sunday 7 March, 2021. 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 ‘Walking in the way of the cross’ 
 

Jesus Christ came to seek lost human beings, and bring them back into a right 
relationship with God. But it cost him dearly – his death on the cross. He calls his 
followers now to journey together with him ‘in the way of the cross’. That means 
making sacrifices in the service of God and neighbour, and finding it, in the words of 
today’s Collect, to be ‘the way of life and peace’. 

 
• THE GREETING 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus  
Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
All: and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 
All: and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
All: and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 

O Lord, open my lips, 
All: and my mouth will declare your praise.    (from Isa. 51) 
                                                       

• PRAYER 
 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your Holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.                  Amen. 

 
• PENITENCE 
 

Jesus’ Summary of the Law 
                                            (Mark 12:29-31) 

The first commandment is: 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 

 



The second is this: 
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 

All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Let us confess to God our failure to keep his commandments:  
All: Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our 
whole heart.  We have not loved  
our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have 
been, help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.        Amen. 

 
• ABSOLUTION  

 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
Forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.        Amen. 

 
 

• THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that 
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 
and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.      Amen. 

 
 

•THE SCRIPTURE READINGS: Exodus 20, v. 1 – 17. 
 

(The Ten Commandments). 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

• THE GOSPEL: St. John 2, v. 13 – 22. 
 

(Jesus cleanses the great Jerusalem Temple). 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



• AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm our faith in God: 

 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.                Amen. 

                                                 (The Apostles’ Creed) 
 

• INTERCESSIONS 
 

• We bring to you, Father God, the needs of all people, for whose salvation 
you sent your Son Jesus Christ: 

 
• We pray for our President, Taoiseach and government, and the leaders of 
the nations … We think of people divided by national enmity, religious 
intolerance, or racial prejudice … 

 
Lord Jesus, where there is hatred, 

All:  let me sow love. 
 

• We pray for husbands and wives, parents and children, employers and 
employees … 
We think of families, communities and work places where relationships have 
broken down … 

 
Lord Jesus, where there is injury, 

All: let me sow pardon. 
 

• We pray for our Archbishop Michael, for all who teach the Christian faith, 
and for the life of our church … We think of those whose faith is being sorely 
tested … 

 
Lord Jesus, where there is doubt, 

All: let me sow faith. 
 

P.T.O. 
 

 



• We remember with love and thanksgiving those who 
have died …  We think of those who are overshadowed by loss or loneliness 
… We pray for all in need … We pray for their families and friends, doctors, 
nurses and carers. 

 
Lord Jesus, where there is despair, 

All:  let me give hope. 
 

• We think of ourselves, our self-centredness, our faltering attempts to serve 
you … 

 
Lord Jesus,  

All:  make us channels of your peace 
and witnesses of your Kingdom.    Amen. 

 
 
•THE LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father who art in heaven………………….. 
 

• CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

All: Teach us good Lord, 
to serve thee as thou deservest; 
to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labour and not to seek reward, 
save that of knowing 
that we do thy will.                            Amen. 

                                                                                         (Ignatius Loyola)  
 

† The BLESSING. 
 

• Christ give us grace to deny ourselves, to take up our cross and to follow 
Him……….And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit be with us and remain with us, on this day and for evermore.  
                                                                                                         Amen. 
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